Key to Aech Forest Fire Hybrids including Aech blanchetiana. 2003
By--- Rob Smythe

Floral  key -using spike only [spike measurements at first flowering of spike]

1 Spike arching

   2 Floral bracts strongly two coloured yellow tips and margins with remainder red--.

   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------Aech. blanchetiana
   2 Floral bracts yellowish---------------------------------------------Aech Orange Age
 1 Spike erect or just slightly bent

      3. Apical spike usually to 90 mm( often clustered like Aech rubens, see

          diagram S&D page 1807 (A))Individual spikes often very compressed.

            4. Terminal spikes lax at time of flower anthesis--------Aech. blanchetiana ?

            4  Terminal spikes not lax at anthesis but may become lax after flowering.

                     5 Scape bracts with no red suffusion----------------------------Aech Fatso
                     5 Scape bracts with some red colouration

                      6 Floral bracts yellow (5mm)  at tip only-------------------- Aech Fire Up
                      6 Floral bracts red with yellow margins and tips ---------------------------

                          7 tripinnate to above the branch bract with clumped spikes

                           ------------------------------------------------------------Aech Red Flame                             

                          7 Usually bipinnate with distinct linear spikes occasionally tripinnate

                             near rachis-----------------------------------------------------------------

                             8 Inflorescence spreading  600 mm----------Aech  Candelabrum

                             8 Inflorescence compressed 250 mm---------Aech  Forest Flame
       3. Terminal spikes usually over 10 cm( linear like Aech. blanchetiana see 

            diagram S & D page1807(H))

            9. Terminal spikes lax at time of flower anthesis------------Aech. blanchetiana
            9  Terminal spikes not lax at anthesis but may become lax after flowering

                 10 Terminal floral bract with yellow & red colouration-- Aech Fire Bright
                 10 Terminal floral bract no red colouration-

                    11  bipinnate--------------------------------------------------Aech Forest Blaze

                    11  tripinnate, third pinnae often clustered------------- Aech Orange Glow

Key-----Probably more dependent on growing conditions—as applies to me.

1) Plant green in bright light (not direct sunlight)

  2) Plant Green in strong lighting  (sunlight) , Spray erect-----many un-named plants

  2) Plant yellow in strong light

    3) Spray arching---------------------------------------------------------Aech. Orange Age

     3) Spray erect (some dusting of red colour)-Aech. Fatso, Aech Yellow Enough

                                                                                          , Aech Yellow Fellow

1) Plant coloured from gold to red in bright light (Yellows in stronger light)

  4) Plant large over 80  cm just before first spike starts to form.

    5)Final spike lax before flowering-------------------------------------Aech blanchetiana

    5) Final Spike fasciculate or becoming just lax where and when flowers appear

       6) Becoming just lax on flowering-----------------------------------

       6) Fasciculate

        7) Floral bracts mostly red with only tips yellow---------------- Aech Fire Up

        7) Floral bracts mostly Yellow or red with yellow margins-- Aech Golden Glow

           8) Terminal two buds fused with a hole appearing------Aech. Holey Moley

           8)  Red bracts with yellow trim----------------Aech   Golden Candelabrum

  4) Plant smaller less than 80  cm just before first spike starts to form.

    9) Becoming just lax on flowering-----------------------------------Aech Fire Bright

    9) Final Spike fasciculate 

      10) Floral bracts mostly red with only tips yellow----------------

      10) Floral bracts mostly Yellow or red with yellow margins

        11)  Some floral bracts completely yellow-----------------------

        11)  Red with yellow margins----. Aech Scrub Fire

             12) Terminal two buds fused with a hole appearing------Aech. Holey Moley

             12)  Red bracts with yellow trim----------------Aech   Golden Candelabrum
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